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PLYMOUTH COLONY

times with a cotton backing. It is used to
some extent for upholstery but chiefly as
material for women's hats and dresses.

PLUTARCH, plu'tahrk (about 46-about
125), a Greek biographer and essayist, born
at Chaeronea, in Boeotia. He traveled in
the Mediterranean countries and had access
to many libraries and records. His fame
rests upon his Parallel Lives of Illustrious
Greeks and Romans., better known as Plu-
tarch's Lives. The "lives" are nearly all
written in pairs, one Greek and one Roman,
which bear comparison one with the other,
and they are models of biographical por-
traiture. We have numerous editions and
translations of them, Plutarch's other
works, about sixty in number, generally re-
ferred to as Moralia, embrace essays on
philosophical and ethical subjects. His writ-
ings show that he was well acquainted with
the literature of his time and with history.

PLU'TO, in classical nrythology, the god
of the lower world, the ruler of the dead.
He was the son of Saturn and Rhea, and
the brother of Jupiter and Neptune. The
three brothers deposed Saturn and divided
the universe among
them, Jupiter becom-
ing ruler of the heav-
ens, Neptune of the
sea and Pluto lord
over Hades. He was
hated and feared by
men. With his wife,
Proserpina, he in-
habited the under-
ground regions; and
because out of the
ground grew the har-
vest he became in
time honored as the
god of agriculture.
Since minerals, too, pLUTQ
belonged to his do- CERBERUS
main, he was the god of wealth. As identi-
fied with wealth, however, he was called
Plutus. He carried a scepter and was ac-
companied by his dog Cerberus, who guarded
the lower regions that none might escape.
PLUTO, in astronomy. See page 265.
PLU'TUS, in Greek mythology, the god of
riches. Zeus blinded him because he gave
wealth to men regardless of their worthiness.
By one sculptor he was represented as an,
infant in the arms of the goddess Fortuna;
by another, he is shown with a cornucopia.

PLYMOUTH, plim'utfi, ENGLAND, a sea-
port, municipal and Parliamentary borough
in Devonshire, at the head of Plymouth
Sound, between the estuaries of the Plym and
the Tamar. It is well defended, both sea-
ward and landward, by a series of strong
forts. The most notable buildings of the city
are Saint Andrew's Church; Charles Church,
built in honor of Charles I; the guildhall and
the municipal buildings. There are numerous
charitable and educational institutions. The
two harbors of Plymouth give access to the
largest vessels, and the city has a large ex-
port and coastwise trade. Tin, lead, copper
and granite are exported in large quantities.
Shipbuilding and fisheries are the most im-
portant industries. The chief importance of
Plymouth lies, however, in its position as a
naval station. It was from Plymouth that
Drake set out on his expedition to sail around
the world, and the Mayflower, on starting for
America, touched at Plymouth, from which
she finally set sail in September, 1620. Popu*
lation of Plymouth proper, 1931, 208,166; of
the Three Towns, as Plymouth, Stonehouse
and Devonport together are known, 300,000.
PLYMOUTH, MASS., the county seat of
Plymouth County, thirty-five miles southeast
of Boston, on Plymouth harbor, a part of
Massachusetts Bay, and on the New York,
New Haven & Hartford railroad. It was
here that the Pilgrims settled in 1620 (see
PILGRIMS). Some of the special features of
interest are Plymouth Rock, on which tradi-
tion says they first landed 5 Pilgrim Hall,
where books, pictures and other relics of ear-
ly days are kept; Cole's Hill and Burial Hill,
which contain the graves of many settlers,
and the large national monument to the Pil-
grims, composed of a statue of Faith, sur-
rounded by figures of Morality, Law, Educa-
tion and Freedom. The town contains Mor-
ton Park, a public library and a hospital.
The harbor is large, but shallow, and there is
some coasting trade. A number of vessels
are employed in the fisheries. The town con-
tains manufactures of cordage, woolen and
knit goods, nails, tacks, stoves and electrical
supplies. The beautiful and historic situa-
tion attracts tourists from all parts of the
world. Population, 1920, 13,045; in 1930,
13,042.
PLYMOUTH COLONY, a settlement made
at the present site of Plymouth, Mass., in
1620, by a party of English Separatists, who
twelve years previously had fled to Holland